J

YEAR 7 - LET’S CELEBRATE!
CALENDAR TERM 3 2017
JULY

Monday 17th
PD Day Students not required at College
Tuesday 18th
Commencement of Term 3
AUGUST
Tuesday 1st
SRC Free Dress Day
Education Meeting (6pm)
Wed 2nd – Fri 4th
Production (Nights)
Friday 4th
WUJIANG VISIT (Our Sister School in China)
Tuesday 8th
Resources Meeting (7pm)
Monday 14th
Winter Concert
Mooroolbark Community Centre (7pm-10pm)
Tuesday 15th
College Council Meeting (7pm)
Tuesday 22nd August
Community Relations Meeting 4.30pm)
SEPTEMBER
Tuesday 5th
Education Meeting (6pm)
PTCA Meeting (7pm)
Tuesday 12th
Resources Meeting (7pm)
Tuesday 19th
Community Relations Meeting (4.30pm)
College Council Meeting (7pm)
Wednesday 20th
Parent/Teacher interviews
Friday 22nd
SRC Sports Colours Day free dress day
Last Day Term 3 2.30pm Finish

Mooroolbark College
186 Manchester Road, Mooroolbark, Vic 3138
Phone: 03 9727 8100
| Fax: 03 9727 8188
Email: mooroolbark.co@edumail.vic.gov.au
Open Hours:
Mon -Thur: 8:15am 4pm |
Fri: 8:15am - 3:30pm

30TH June 2017

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
At the beginning of each year, Year
7 students begin their secondary
schooling
with
feelings
of
excitement, trepidation, curiosity
and a little uneasiness. However,
before long our students have
found their place at Mooroolbark
College, made new friends, adjusted
to lockers and new bell times,
connected to their ‘House’ and
experienced great new subjects.
Semester 1 goes very quickly for a Year 7 student with
the Year 7 camp, peer support each week, the
swimming and athletics carnivals, interschool sport
and much more.
The 2017 Year 7s are a fantastic bunch of young
people. When I talk to them in class or in the yard they
present as friendly, energetic and engaged.
Congratulations to all our Year 7s for making a
tremendous start to their secondary education.
I hope you enjoy reading about some of the many things
they have been part of at Mooroolbark College
Ann Stratford
Principal

FOREST EDGE CAMP
Wow! What a wonderful bunch of staff and students we
have at Mooroolbark College. A contingent of 140
students and 17 staff ventured out to Neerim for our
Year 7 camp to Forest Edge. As usual there was lots of
excitement as we boarded the buses and headed for 3
days of action-packed fun in beautiful sunny weather.
River sledding, raft building, mountain boarding, high
ropes, initiative games, bushwalking, flying fox and
trampolining were just a few of the daytime activities. It
was great to see so many of our students pushing
themselves, working together, encouraging one another
and simply enjoying each other’s company.
Our night activities were also quite eventful, with our
girls victorious in the tug of war contest. Much to our
students’ delight, our staff team was no match for the
strength of our student teams. We were also extremely
fortunate to have our Senior School College Captains
join the camp on Monday afternoon/evening. To come
and interact with our Year 7 students was a really
admirable thing to do. This sent a strong message to our
students that they are part of a caring community.
Also an enormous thank-you to the following staff members for the caring, hardworking and positive attitude they
displayed throughout the camp. Our college should be very proud we have teachers of this calibre in the school. So a
huge thanks to: Mr Donald, Mr Nichol, Mr Carroll, Mr Van Keulen, Mr Parr, Mr Mann, Ms Lackman, Ms Grey-Smith, Ms
Rosendale, Ms Cannington, Ms Meyer, Ms Bell. Also pre-service teachers Mr Hanssen, Mr Petrou, Ms Kinder and Ms
Beattie.
Adam Lorkin – Year 7 Transition Coordinator

TEACHER’S FEEDBACK

Teachers wanted to share some of their views on the 2017 Year 7 cohort:
 Courteous, polite and diligent are all qualities I associate with Year 7 in 2017
 They have applied care, thought into their work, and showed a keen interest in language.
 Teachers have genuinely enjoyed teaching them!
 Coming to class well-equipped – pencils, pens, planners, texts, folders
 Looking after one another
 Acting in a respectful manner to teachers and others
 Helping out when they can see a need, and not just when asked to
 Handing work in on time
 Asking great questions
 Settling down to work quickly
 Trying their best, even when it’s not their strongest subject
 Being enthusiastic to learn
 Joining in and offering input into class discussions
 Volunteering to read out their work for others to learn from and be inspired
7A have bonded really well as a whole class and supported each other. They performed fabulously in groups in their
Green Gunge problem-solving practical in Science. They have completed the independent reading program to a very
high standard and developed their reflection skills. Their NAPLAN preparation and performance during the testing
was very well received and there were no complaints.
I have been lucky enough to have 7B and 7D for Art this semester. I have enjoyed both classes very much. The
students are polite, engaged, helpful and respectful; I actually look forward to my time with them. I would be more
than happy to have any of them in my classes in the future. I wish them lots of luck for next semester and invite them
all to come see me in Art Club on a Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime in our room. Thanks!
7E and 7G students have all been enthusiastic and positive, working well as teams to complete the pracs, using scientific
method and providing valuable feedback. We appreciate all their efforts!
The Junior Band consisting of all Year 7s have been working hard this term. In particular I'm impressed with this group as
rehearsal starts at 8am on Monday mornings and the attendance rate has been very good.

YEAR 7 SRC CAPTAINS
Jack Dowdle - Green House. Being a part of the SRC has a great community
feel. It is a great experience to be a part of the new ideas to other others
from the bigger whole school group. While it may be daunting at first
doing the speech, it has helped me gain self-respect and paid off.
Josh Kuszlaba - Red house. Everyone is SRC is very nice and fun to be
around. It is a great opportunity to come up with new ideas and be a voice
to make a big difference to the school. It really is a very special position to
be representing your house.
Jay Stevens – Blue House. It is fascinating to see what the SRC does. for
instance we are thinking of getting a school veggie patch. It is a great
leadership experience and a fantastic way to meet new and interesting
people.
Dylan Grey – Yellow House. We are planning for more seating around
the oval. We look forward to the SRC creating a lovely new outdoor area.

READING PROGRAM
As part of the College’s whole school approach to literacy, the Year 7s
have participated in an Independent Reading Program. They have been
able to read books of their choice and reflect on them using a range of
question stems.
It has been great to see them developing skills in prediction, making
connections between ideas, and analysing characters’ personal
attributes.
Each student will have a personal comment regarding their
participation in the program within their report.

PEER SUPPORT
Working with the Year 10 Leadership team, the Year 7 students have
been working in small groups settling in and getting to know each
other. They have had the opportunity to discuss (with their groups)
issues such as bullying, values and the support available to them
throughout the school. It provided the chance to explore the school
layout together to discover the many features, finishing up with a
celebration of a class party. Next semester they will complete a
Health Unit.

ASPIRE

Student-driven, open tasks have been a focus of our ASPIRE class as
they develop their independent thinking skills. Some examples of
these include the designing and completion of their own Science
experiment to separate different mixtures, using a variety of
methods, in our “Green Gunge” assignment. They also undertook a
cricket dissection to better understand how and why we classify
animals. The class also researched and demonstrated how a family of
3 can live for a week with only $50 worth of groceries, while also
planning and designing a house from scratch, taking into account all
the details to make their home liveable. The class have adapted
brilliantly to these tasks and look forward to tackling more in
Semester 2.
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